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the art and science of smart patch testingTM 
Are there clinical application issues? 
 Test read too early or panel removed too early? 
 Topical or systemic immunosuppressant or immunomodulator used?
 Panel wet or not in contact with skin? 
 Poor skin condition at the test site? 
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS – IRRITANT REACTIONS 

istic Allergic reactions Irritant reactions 
 Tend to persist or increase from day 2 to 

day 4; may only appear after day 2 
Tend to be maximal on day 2 and fade 
on removal of patch 

 
 
Tend to spread 
 

Often sharply delineated 

 
Usually erythematous, palpable and 
eczematous; infiltration or edema 
present; may be papular, vesicular or 
coalescing into bullous reactions 

May show discrete, patchy or 
homogenous erythema without 
infiltration; may be petechial, follicular or 
pustular 
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STORY 
EGATIVE  

YES, allergy still suspected: 

Read test again later  

 Refer patient for further testing  

 Retest patient if appropriate 

YES
Read test again later 

 Retest patient if appropriate 

Does patient history  
suggest allergy? 

NO 


